
Cutting-edge 
collaborative 

research
Scotland joins AstraZeneca’s 

global genomics initiative 
in a partnership with 

NHS Scotland, Scottish 
Universities and  

industry partners

A global pharmaceutical 
company with a 
major UK presence, 
AstraZeneca works to 
push the boundaries of 
science to deliver life-
changing medicines.

“This places Scotland 
at the heart of a major 
global programme and 
is testament to the 
strength of our clinical, 
health informatics and 
genomics research 
base, and appetite for 
industry partnership.” 

Shona Robison
Cabinet Secretary - 
Health & Sport, Scottish 
Government

AstraZeneca’s Integrated Genomics Initiative
AstraZeneca’s Integrated Genomics Initiative will leverage 
information from up to two million genomic sequences over 
10 years. The goal is to identify rare genetic variations that 
are associated with disease and how different individuals 
respond to treatment.

The programme involves collaboration with world renowned 
partners including the Wellcome Trust Sanger Institute 
in the UK, Human Longevity Inc. in the USA and Finland’s 
Institute for Molecular Medicine.

To discuss academic partnerships in Scotland contact Stephen Kelly, Ph.D., HSS Manager, NRS 
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Facilitating ground-breaking genomic and informatics research



The aim of Stratified Medicine 
Scotland – Innovation Centre 
(SMS-IC), is to position Scotland 
as a global centre of excellence in 
precision medicine. The SMS-IC is 
the strategic initiative that brings 
together and facilitates interactions 
between healthcare, life sciences and 
academic organisations to deliver 
precision medicine programmes 
effectively and efficiently.
 
SMS-IC provides access for industry 
partners, like AstraZeneca, to a 
host of high-quality data assets 
and associated services. It also 
provides direct access to a network 
of world class clinical and academic 
institutions working at the leading 
edge of precision medicine research 
and real world application.
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 “Working together with NHS Scotland, Scottish 
universities and Stratified Medicine Scotland will 
be a really important part of our strategy. This 
collaboration will provide access to consented 
genomic samples, electronic health records and 
importantly the ability to recall patients for deeper 
clinical investigation to help us better understand 

the underlying causes of disease”

Mene Pangalos Executive Vice President IMED Biotech Unit 
and Global Business Development, AstraZeneca

“I am delighted that AstraZeneca has chosen 
Scotland to partner with in this ground-breaking 
genomic and informatics venture. I believe 
that through this new partnership we, at the 
University of Glasgow, alongside all other 
Scottish partners, will be able to further develop 
this important area of medical research”

Professor Dame Anna Dominiczak Vice Principal 
and Head of the College of Medical, Veterinary 
and Life Sciences at the University of Glasgow

In Scotland, a range of collaborative initiatives bring 
together our single healthcare provider, the NHS, with 
academic researchers and industry partners.


